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Daring & Dynamic

PM Modi thanks the world for 
enthusiastic response to Intl

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi thanked nations across the globe for 
their enthusiasm and support to celebrate 
the ancient Indian discipline, adding that 
Yoga was so much more than just physical 
exercise and that it helped in achieving a 
sense of clarity.

In a video posted on his Twitter ac-
count, the Prime Minister asserted that 
when he had outlined a vision for an In-
ternational Yoga Day in September 2014 

at the United Nations General Assembly, 
he never anticipated the enormous enthu-
siasm for the occasion from all corners of 
the world.

"This unique occasion brings all of us 
together to celebrate the invaluable gift 
of India's ancient tradition. Your support 
and participation last year and once again 
now, redeems our commitment to nurture 
and promote this ancient discipline and 
reaffirm yoga as the manifestation of Va-

sudhaiva Kutumbakam- the world as one 
family," he said.

Recalling the celebrations last year, the 
Prime Minister said that he remembered 
the iconic images from across the world 
where thousands gathered to observe 
Yoga Day. All the way from the Pacific Is-
lands to Port of Spain, from Vladivostok 
to Vancouver and from Copenhagen to 
Cape Town, people participated.

"The reverberations of the discipline 
found a natural home at the UN Head-
quarters in New York where the journey 
began. I was fortunate to celebrate the 
event along with 30,000 of my fellow citi-
zens and foreign guests in New Delhi. As 
so many of you have already discovered, 
yoga is much more than physical exercise. 
It enables us to access a new dimension of 
our self. Even while providing a holistic 
approach to preventive health care, yoga 
helps us to restore balance and furnishes 

us with a much need sense of clarity," the 
Prime Minister said.

Asserting that India, through yoga, 
seeks completeness and at the same time 
a oneness with the worlds, Prime Minister 
said all everyone across the world are am-
bassadors of Yoga, taking India's message 
out to the world. "I thank you for your 
commitment and welcome you as sister's 
and brother of India's family," he added.

As many as 10,000 people will be par-
ticipating in the International Yoga Day 
celebrations in the national capital on 
June 21 in collaboration with the Ministry 
of AYUSH and the New Delhi Municipal 
Council (NDMC).

The United Nations General Assembly 
had declared June 21 as the International 
Yoga Day on December 11, 2014.

Accordingly, the first International Yoga 
Day celebration was organized at Rajpath 
in New Delhi on June 21 last year.
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New Delhi: TWO days af-
ter Foreign Secretary S Jais-
hankar wound up a quiet two-
day visit to China, where he 
met Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi, India on Sunday 
suggested that its chances of 
joining the Nuclear Suppli-
ers’ Group (NSG) may have 
brightened.

External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj said that Chi-
na was “not opposing” India’s 
membership and was talking 
about “criteria and process” 
for becoming an NSG mem-
ber.

“China is not opposing 
membership of India in NSG, 
it is only talking of criteria and 
procedure. I am hopeful that 
we would be able to convince 
China as well to support our 
entry to the NSG,” Swaraj told 
reporters.

“I think that there is a con-
sensus which is being made 
and I am sure that India will 
become the member of the 
NSG this year,” she said, add-
ing that membership to the 
NSG was “crucial for India’s 
energy policy”.

“I am in contact with 23 na-
tions, one or two have raised 
concerns, but I think consen-
sus is there,” said Swaraj.

The issue of India’s mem-
bership will be discussed at 
a plenary meeting of the elite 
group on June 23-24 in Seoul.

Government sources said 
that during Jaishankar’s visit 
on June 16-17, Chinese of-
ficials were “receptive” and 
“listened” to what he had to 

say.
Asked about Pakistan’s ap-

plication to the NSG, Swaraj 
said that India, being a non-
member, cannot comment on 
its entry and role. “But, we 
will not oppose the entry of 
any nation to the NSG. We 
think that the application of 
each country should be con-
sidered on the basis of merit,” 
said Swaraj.

Earlier, Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Vikas Swarup confirmed 
that Jaishankar visited Beijing 
on June 16-17 “for bilateral 
consultations with his Chi-
nese counterpart”. “All major 
issues, including India’s NSG 
membership, were discussed,” 
Swarup said.

China has strongly op-
posed India’s application for 
NSG membership, saying that 
New Delhi is not a signatory 
to the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT), while India 
has showcased its “impec-
cable track record” on nuclear 
non-proliferation.

Over the last few weeks, 
India has made a determined 
push to get member coun-
tries of the NSG onboard, 
with Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi visiting Switzerland 
and Mexico to garner their 
support.

However, Turkey, South 
Africa, Ireland and New Zea-
land had raised questions on 
India’s application at the June 
9-10 extraordinary plenary 
session in Vienna.

Senior BJP leader and 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh  described Congress 
as a “sinking ship”, saying 
many people want to leave 
such a “vessel” as it has no 
future.

Addressing a ‘Vikas 
Parv’ rally organised to 
celebrate two years of the 
Modi government, Singh 
said former Chhattisgarh 
Chief Minister Ajit Jogi 
has created a hole in the 
“ship” called Congress 
and the “ship” is sinking 
now.

“Ajit Jogi has created 
a hole in the ship called 

Congress. When there is a 
hole in a ship, no power in 
the world can save it. So, 
Congress is now a sinking 
ship, it has no future,” he 
said.

The Home Minister said 
when a ship sinks, even 
birds on the ship want to 
leave it and it is certain 
that many people would 
leave the “sinking ship”.

Singh said once Con-
gress was a formidable 
opponent but now it has 
reduced to a weak rival.

Claiming that the Modi 
government accomplished 
many achievements dur-

ing its two-year tenure, 
Singh said one of the com-
mendable task it has com-
pleted is removing graft 
from the top echelon of the 
government.

“During the Congress 
rule, corruption was ev-
erywhere. Even some 
ministers were jailed on 
corruption charges. Now, 
no one can say that our 
government has indulged 
in corruption,” he said.

The Home Minister 
said to eradicate corrup-
tion, one has to take steps 
to remove it from the top 
and the NDA government 

has done that.
“If Gangotri (the origin 

of river Ganga) is cleaned, 
the whole Ganga gets 
cleaned. It is the same in 
case of corruption,” he 
said. Singh said under 
the UPA government a Rs 

1,86,000 crore- scam had 
taken place in the coal sec-
tor but under NDA, the 
government is going to 
get a revenue of more than 
Rs 2,00,000 crore from the 
sector.

Assuring people that 
the BJP-led central gov-
ernment would not do 
anything that will break 
the trust of the people, the 
Home Minister said BJP 
is the only party which 
can provide a strong and 
stable government which 
works for the welfare of 
the poor.

Singh also listed vari-

ous schemes started by the 
Modi government includ-
ing Pradhan Mantri Fasal 
Bima Yoja na, Mudra Yo-
jana, free distribution of 
cooking gas to five crore 
families, skill develop-
ment scheme, policy to 
provide minimum sup-
port price to farmers, end-
ing of interview in class-III 
and IV jobs and self attes-
tation of certificates by any 
individual.

Chhattisgarh Chief 
Minister Raman Singh 
and Minister of State for 
Defence Rao Indrajit Singh 
also addressed the rally.

The Congress party in 
Kerala  accused the ruling 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M) in the state 
of misusing power to send 
two Dalit women to jail on 
false charges.

Two Dalit women— 
Akhila, 30, and her 25-year-
old sister Anjana— were 
jailed for "trespassing into 
CPI-Moffice in Thalaserry 
and beating up two party 
men".

"This is the biggest joke, 
such a thing never hap-
pened... and that too, two 
hapless young women beating up 
CPI-M men at their office. These 
are absolutely ridiculous and base-
less allegations," the Congress 
party's Kerala unit President VM 
Sudheeran said while addressing 

a party function in Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

On Friday, Thalaserry Police 
arrested Akhila and Anjanaand 
presented them before a court that 
sent the two siblings and Akhila's 
18-month-old baby to jail.

Both are daughters of 
Congress leader N Rajan 
and his family has come 
under frequent ire of the 
CPI-M leaders after he con-
tested the last year's local 
body election against Karayi 
Rajan, a top CPI-M leader at 
Thalaserry.

"They went to the CPI-M 
office to plead with those 
present there to leave them 
alone and not make them a 
subject of ridicule as they 
have been mentally harassed 
for long," said Kannur dis-
trict Congress President K 

Surendran. CPI-M legislator AM 
Shamsheer, who represents Thala-
serry constituency, said the two 
women trespassed into their party 
office and the law took its course 
after whatever happened.

Hopeful we can convince China on 
NSG membership issue, says Sushma

CPI-M accused of jailing Dalit 
women on false charges

Congress a ‘sinking’ ship, says Rajnath Singh

New Delhi: Delhi 
may soon get a teach-
ers’ university and a 
journalism university. 
Observing that Delhi 
University “has already 
touched saturation 
(point),” Delhi educa-
tion minister Manish 
Sisodia said he is now 
“focusing on higher 
education in Delhi.” He is also planning to 
make assistance available for writing com-
petitive public exams.

“Different campuses for DTU (Del-
hi Technological University) and AU 
(Ambedkar University, Delhi) are also 
being planned,” he said in response of a 
query posted on Facebook.

On Monday, Sisodia engaged in a Q&A 
session with the public on Facebook for 
an hour -- from 6 pm to 7 pm. He was 
responding to a question posed by Parul 
Sabherwal -- one of the hundreds -- on 
whether there are plans to “bring more 
professional courses in Delhi University.”

Nikhil Mishra, an IIT graduate with 
“experience in teaching kids for IIT/medi-
cal exam”, essentially coaching, offered 
help. Asking for his email id, Sisodia wrote 
back, “Nikhil, I am planning something 
on these lines -- to provide better ambi-
ence for competitive examinations also...I 
would like to associate [with] you in this 
process.”

Manish Sisodia promises 
teachers’and journalism 

universities in online
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New Delhi: The National Zoologi-
cal Park, which attracts around 22 lakh 
visitors annually, is all set for a revamp 
with the authorities planning to give it a 
forest-like atmosphere. "We are planning 
to build an aquarium, butterfly park, 
food court and visitors' centre as part of 
the Master Plan 2031. They will be com-
pleted by 2031and workhas begun," said 
Riyaz Khan, zoo curator.

 The official said many exotic trees 
will be planted to attract migratory birds. 
"Wehave around 31species of mam-
mals, birds and reptiles. With the exotic 
trees,we expect morebirdspecies to reach 
here, especially during the migratory 
season,"he said. Khan said the zoo has 
decided against cutting dead trees to 
makeway for nesting.

"The idea behind the revamp is to give 
the place a forest-like atmosphere. All 
the concrete structures and cages will be 
covered with trees and other plantation 
so that the animals don't feel they are in a 
cage.The Centre has promised to provide 
us quick response teams, additional sign-
boards and private security guards,"he 
said.

The curator said efforts are on to con-
vert the zoo into an education and re-
search platform. On being asked about 
bringing in more wild animals to the 
park, the zoo official said no such pro-
posal is under consideration at the mo-
ment.

New Delhi: Contrary to the CAG's 
observation that lack of new fire stations 
is affecting its operations, Delhi fire bri-
gade chief G C Mishra has identified 
traffic congestion as the biggest chal-
lenge confronting fire services, while 
playing down the need for new stations. 
Average response time in fire incidents 
have extended up to over 9 minutes as 
against 3-5 minutes, which is consid-
ered ideal, due to traffic congestion in 
the city, Mishra said.

 A CAG report tabled last week in the 
Delhi assembly said the Delhi Fire Ser-
vice (DFS) is grappling with an overall 
manpower shortage of 42 per cent and 
requires 12 more fire stations as against 
its sanctioned strength of 70. The report 

said the response time of the fire brigade 
was not at par with prescribed norms. 
"Even if we come up with fire stations 
at a distance of 1 km, it will not reduce 
the response time to 3 minutes. Also, the 
land for building new fire stations is not 
available in Delhi," Mishra said.

"What is the point in building fire 
stations in Najafgarh and Bawana, ar-
eas located in the fringes of the city. It is 
not going to reduce the response time," 
the fire service chief added. On a lighter 
note, he said the DFS is happy with the 
odd-even scheme which had reduced 
the response time by approximately 
25 per cent. "I can't say whether pollu-
tion was reduced or not. The Odd-Even 
scheme enabled us to reach fire spots 

swiftly," said the official. DFS is 
currently functional from 59 fire 
stations in the national capital. 
Increase in number of fire inci-
dents over the years has posed a 
serious challenge to DFS. Accord-
ing to an official data, the num-
ber of fire incidents rose to 27,098 
in the year 2015-16 from 23,242 
in 2014-15. In May this year, fire 
stations received 115 calls every 
day as compared to an average of 
around 75 in 2015-16. On being 
asked how he plans to deal with 
the various challenges which 
his department is facing, Mishra 
stressed on "purpose-oriented 
planning" to ensure better deliv-

Traffic biggest challenge, claims fire brigade chief

New Delhi: Working of the Indian 
Council For Child Welfare (ICCW) is 
under scrutiny of the Delhi High Court, 
which has ordered an inquiry to find out 
if the Union government funds recieved 
by it were siphoned off. An influential 
organisation founded in 1952 by emi-
nent names, including Raj Kumari Amrit 
Kaur and former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, ICCW runs more than 5,000 na-
tionwide creches for children of working 
mothers. It also operates daycare ser-
vices for differentyabled kids apart from 
other welfare programmes.

 In a recent order, Justice Manmo-
han directed a court appointed panel 
to investigate how and why despite its 
orders, the ICCW president and other 
officials disbursed government funds 
bypassing the panel. "The chairperson 
of the commitee is directed to inquire if 
the funds alleged to have been spent by 
ICCW have been siphoned off or misuti-
lised and file a report in this court. In or-
der to file a comprehensive report, com-
mitee can take assistance of a team who 

will verify the existence of creches and 
their functioning to justify the spend-
ing," the HC said.

The genesis of the case lies in two peti-
tions filed last year alleging misappropi-
ration of grant in aid given by central 
government to ICCW under the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Creche Scheme. In the 
process, the petitioners Nina P Nayak 
and Sunil C Kurian also challenged some 
changes made to the original Memoran-
dum of Association of ICCW by its office 
bearers. In December last year, Justice 
Rajiv Sahai Endlaw observed that ICCW 
"cannot be allowed to become the fief-
dom of a group of persons" and had by 
an interim order, put on hold release of 
Union government funds to ICCW while 
prohibiting its office bearers from taking 
any policy decisions.

By the next date of hearing in January, 
both parties told court that blocking gov-
ernment funds would ultimately hurt the 
children in the creches, prompting HC to 
set up a panel under joint secretary, min-
istry of woman and child development 

to oversee utilisation of funds by ICCW 
and ensure it reaches the children. In 
doing so, Justice Manmohan added a ca-
veat that "all central government funds 
meant for ICCW shall be released but 
these shall be spent only on directions 
and under the supervision of the three 
member commitee comprising Dev Ku-
mar Trivedi, retired financial secretary, 
Delhi government, Kulsoom Saifullah, 
financial advisor and Sarita Mittal, joint 
secretary, ministry of WCD."

Despite a clear order, HC was shocked 
to know in the latest hearing that central 
funds were disbursed without reference 
to the three member panel. The chair-
person of the commitee also confirmed 
to court she was neither approached 
by ICCW nor did she authorise any ex-
penditure. It was then that HC cracked 
the whip and ordered a comprehen-
sive probe. The court made it clear any 
cheque signed by president, ICCW 
"shall not be complied with by officials 
of ICCW without taking prior consent of 
chairperson of the commitee."

New Delhi: Some senior Delhi Police officers 
have been instructed to use their official Twitter 
handles more judiciously, avoiding posting opin-
ions and retweeting articles not related to policing. 
They have also been asked to pay more attention 
to grammar. The matter was discussed at a recent 
meeting and city police chief, Alok Kumar Verma, 
who instructed the officers in this regard, also made 
a point about grammar and factually-correct posts 
on official Twitter handles. The matter was first dis-
cussed after a senior official posted a clarification on 
Twitter to stop rumours trying to give a communal 
angle to a murder case in the city earlier this year. 
Though the officer was lauded by her seniors for 
doing so, the subject of tweeting by senior police 
officers through official Twitter handles was taken 
up by the top brass. The subject is believed to have 
come up again earlier this month and the top cop 
gave clear instructions. All DCPs of Delhi Police 
had become active on Twitter following instructions 
of former Delhi Police commissioner, B S Bassi, who 
himself is quite active on the microblogging site 
even after retirement. The objective was to enhance 
communication between public and senior police 
officers and endorse police schemes.

New Delhi: The harassment 
that people face on account of 
important documents or files 
going missing from govern-
ment offices, especially the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA), may soon be cut down 
significantly, thanks to some 
court orders issued in a two-
decades-year old land dispute 
case. Documents regarding 
the case had gone missing 
from DDA office almost 30 
years ago, but the authority 
failed to take any action.

After repeated admon-
ishing from the court in this 
regard, the DDA has now is-
sued a set of directions to its 
employees, saying strict ac-
tion will be taken against staff 
responsible in such cases. The 
authority has assured the 
court that it will be more care-
ful to ensure files are not lost/
misplaced and will make it a 
"standard practice" to initiate 
an inquiry in such matters, 
lodge FIRs to fix accountabil-
ity and reconstruct files in 
missing cases. In this matter 
too, the DDA has lodged an 
FIR against unknown persons 
in the authority for the alleged 
offence of criminal breach 
of trust under Section 409 of 
IPC, saying public servants 

owe a duty to public and the 
department to safeguard the 
records.

 The case pertains to a 208 
square yards plot in M-block, 
Saket, which was allotted to 
then parliamentarian Swami 
Ramanand under the MP quo-
ta in 1971. Ramanand passed 
away on September 28, 1972 
and as he did not have any 
children and he had executed 
an unregistered will, the plot 
was subsequently transferred 
to one Harish Chand, one of his 
disciples. Chand also passed 
away in 1992 and then his son 
applied to DDA for transfer 
of the plot to him, saying he 

was the legal heir of Chand. 
Meanwhile, one Ashokanand, 
who is a respondent in this 
civil suit, also laid claim to the 
plot, challenging the unregis-
tered will of Ramanand. Soon, 
the matter reached court and 
DDA was made a party in the 
case. One Suresh, to whom 
the plot was allegedly sold 
by Ashokanand, also moved 
court after DDA denied him 
possession of the plot, say-
ing Ashokanand's rights over 
the plot was itself disputable. 
The matter is still pending in 
court. DDA told the court that 
the plot was non-transferable 
and that it had cancelled the 

allotment of the plot in Au-
gust, 1993.

When additional district 
judge (ADJ) Kamini Lau 
found that all procedures had 
not been followed by DDA 
before it cancelled the lease, 
DDA told the judge that the 
main file of the case went 
missing in 1986 and the lease 
was cancelled on the basis of 
a party-created record. The 
court was shocked to know 
this and it observed that if 
this is the case, cancellation 
of allotment was not based on 
records. It reprimanded the 
civic body for "deliberately" 
withholding from the court 
records related to the cancel-
lation proceedings. It also ex-
pressed displeasure over the 
fact that DDA had taken no 
action regarding the record 
that went missing.

Lau reprimanded a se-
nior DDA officer, who had 
appeared in court, after she 
found that the authority had 
neither conducted any de-
partmental inquiry nor did it 
register an FIR. Following the 
court's directions, DDA vice-
chairman Arun Goel issued a 
detailed order in this regard 
on how accountability is to be 
fixed if case files go missing.

DDA not to make you run for lost files

Child welfare body under HC scanner over fund use

Zoo revamp 
with butterfly 
park, aquarium

Cops told to use 
Twitter sensibly
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NEW DELHI: Delhi Uni-
versity's application process 
for undergraduate admission, 
which was to conclude on June 
19, has been extended till June 
22. The university decided to 
extend the deadline following 
requests from various quar-
ters.

"The online registration for 
the candidates applying for 
undergraduate courses shall 
continue till 5 pm on June 22. 
However, those candidates 
who have confirmed their 
registration till then shall be 
permitted to pay the fee till 
midnight," a senior university 
official said.

The number of applications 
received by DU for over 60,000 
seats being offered in various 
undergraduate courses crossed 

3.4 lakh on Sunday.
"Total number of registra-

tions till 6 PM today were 
3,41,700, of which 2,31,586, 
have already paid the fee," the 
official said.

"The number of female ap-
plicants is 1,12,371 while the 
number of male applicants is 
1,19,204. Eleven candidates 
from others category and 1,118 
from PWD category have also 
submitted applications," he 
added.

This is for the first time that 
the university has introduced 
completely online admission 
procedure for undergraduate 
admissions unlike previous 
years when it used to be both 
online and offline. The online 
registration process began on 
June 1.

AMRITSAR: Private 
schools will not be al-
lowed to hike fees in the 
middle of a session and 
any increase at the start 
of the academic year 
would also need to be 
consulted with parent-
teacher associations, 
Union HRD Minister 
Smriti Irani said.

"We have proposed 
to states that if private 
schools want to hike fees 
in the beginning of a ses-
sion, it has to be done in 
consultations with par-
ent-teacher associations, 
but we will not allow 
mid-session fee hike," 
Irani said.

There has been a 
growing resentment 

among parents about in-
ordinately high private 
school fees, the minis-
ter said, adding that her 
ministry has received 
several complaints re-
garding the issue.

The Centre has pro-
posed this to states, Irani 
said, adding the Punjab 
government will soon 
take a decision on this 
matter.

Irani was here to at-

tend the foundation 
stone laying ceremony 
of IIM-Amritsar's own 
campus.

Irani assured full sup-
port to the Punjab gov-
ernment in its plans to 
consolidate schools lack-
ing proper amenities.

"The Government of 
India has asked the state 
if they want to consoli-
date the schools ... where 
the schools lack proper 
infrastructure and if they 
want to tie up with big-
ger schools, then the Cen-
tre will fully support the 
state so that from class 
1-12 can study under one 
roof with full amenities," 
Irani said.

Allahabad: Soon, schools affiliated 
with Central Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) would provide their students 
with high-tech 'Atal tinkering laborato-
ries'.

Named after former prime minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the innovation 
centre by Niti Ayog would allow young 
minds to make and test prototypes of 
new idea or device in the lab itself. The 
move is to groom 10 lakh children as 
'neoteric innovators' across the country. 
The lab would be for students of classes 
6 to 12. As part of the scheme, 500 Atal 
Tinkering Labs would be set up. CBSE 
has sought application from schools for 
the same. As part of the mission, schools 
would be provided grant-in-aid for a one-
time establishment cost of Rs 10 lakh and 
operational expenses of Rs 10 lakh for a 
maximum period of 5 years for setting up 
the labs.

CBSE additional director (research and 
innovation) Sugandh Sharma said, "The 
project is part of Atal Innovation Mission 
(AIM). These laboratories will provide 
a work space to students and help them 
hone their innovation skills."

She added, "The objectives of the 
scheme are to foster curiosity, creativity 
among students, to inculcate computa-
tional thinking, adaptive learning, physi-
cal computing and to help students in un-
derstanding the basic concepts of STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) by providing them an op-
portunity to work with tools and equip-
ment."

Happy with the idea, school teacher 
Mohan Awasthi said, "Such a tinkering 
laboratory in schools will allow students 
to come out with new scientific discover-
ies."

The University Grants Com-
mission has written to all uni-
versities and colleges to include 
a subject on urban planning 
from the current academic year.

In his letter to vice-chancel-
lors of universities, UGC chair-
man Jaspal Sandhu said, "It has 
been proposed that colleges and 
universities should start subject/
courses on urban planning. Ac-
cordingly, you are requested to 
start a subject/course on urban 
planning in your university and 
also convey relevant instruc-
tions to the colleges/institutes 
affiliated to your university to 
take urgent steps for starting of 
this new subject course at grad-

uate and 
post gradu-
ate level."

The UGC 
d i r e c t i v e 
comes after 
the imple-
m e n t a t i o n 
of the smart 
city project 
by the Centre. Members of the 
UGC recently made a presen-
tation to the Prime Minister 
on how towns and cities are 
emerging as key drivers of eco-
nomic growth and emphasised 
the need for capacity building 
in urban administration and ur-
ban planning.

Will not allow mid-session fee hike 
by private schools, says Smriti Irani Application deadline 

extended till June 22

DU ADMISSION

UGC asks universities, 
colleges to include a  

subject on urban planning 

CBSE toys  
with idea of  

‘tinkering labs’

KOLKATA: The Indian In-
stitutes of Technology (IITs) 
and the Tata Institute of Fun-
damental Research (TIFR) have 
emerged as leaders in universi-
ty-industry-government (UIG) 
collaborations in the last de-
cade, according to new analysis 
of India's research and innova-
tion landscape.

UIG collaborations were 
mapped based on data corre-
sponding to all research publi-
cations indexed in Web of Sci-
ence database during 2005 to 
2014. "A total of 459,164 publi-
cation records from India were 
downloaded. Out of this 235,036 
research records involved some 
kind of multi-institution col-
laboration.

"The analysis revealed IIT 
is the top participant in all cat-
egories of collaboration in the 
research output data for India 
for the period 2005 to 2014," 
Vivek Kumar Singh of the De-
partment of Computer Science, 
Banaras Hindu University said.

"The IITs and the Tata Insti-
tute of Fundamental Research 
are the two prominent players 
with many collaboration out-

put pairs," said Vivek Singh, 
lead author of the study which 
showed that the university-
government partnership is the 
most prominent collaborative 
sector.

Published in Current Sci-
ence in May, the study is co-
authored by Rupika and Ashraf 
Uddin from the Department of 
Computer Science, South Asian 
University, New Delhi. For 
computational processing, the 
downloaded research data was 
annotated to belong to univer-
sity (U), industry (I) and gov-
ernment (G) sectors. Each pub-
lication record was categorised 
as belonging to university (gov-
ernment and private academic 
institutions), industry (indus-
trial organisations largely pri-
vate) and government (mainly 
research labs like DRDO, CSIR 
and the like), Vivek Singh elab-
orated.

"Then all publication records 
were analysed to see if they 
have affiliations from at least 
two institutions from different 
sectors (university, industry and 
government). "All the records 
were then accordingly labelled 

as UI (university-industry), UG 
(university-government), IG 
(industry-government) or UIG 
(university-industry-govern-
ment) instances," Vivek Singh 
said.

This enabled the researchers 
to identify the top 10 institu-
tions from the university, in-
dustry and government sectors 
which are part of UI, IG, UG 
and UIG collaborations. 

While IITs were the top par-
ticipating institutions in UI, 
UG, IG, UIG collaborations, 
TIFR figured next in both IG 
and UIG linkages. The All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) and the Bhabha Atom-
ic Research Centre clinched the 
second spot in UI and UG part-
nerships respectively.

The IITs and TIFR also made 
it to the top five UI and UG col-
laborative pairs in the country.

The Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University and 
Dr. Reddy's Laboratories Ltd 
topped the UI pairing with 192 
collaborations while the IITs 
and the Bhabha Atomic Re-
search Centre ranked first in 
the top five UG pairs with 662 

joint ventures.
33 collaborations between 

Tata Memorial Hospital and the 
Advanced Centre for Treatment 
and Research and Education in 
Cancer pushed the pair to the 
top in the top five IG pairs.

In addition, the group also 
pinpointed subject-wise varia-
tions in the UIG network.

"University-government col-
laboration is higher in biologi-
cal sciences and environmental 
science. In case of UI collabora-
tion, medical sciences and geol-
ogy report higher output.

"The IG collaboration is 
prevalent in arts and humani-
ties, medical sciences, geology 
and biological sciences. In UIG 
collaboration, arts and humani-
ties, medical sciences, multidis-
ciplinary, geology and biologi-
cal sciences are prominent," the 
study said.

"The paper focusses only on 
measuring the collaboration ac-
tivity among different sectors 
without any effort to know the 
reasons and to the best of our 
knowledge there has been no 
previous work of this type in In-
dian setting," Vivek Singh said.

‘IITs, TIFR top in industry, Govt collaboration’
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Our well-known Bolly-
wood He-man Dharmendra 
Singh Deol unveiled first 
look of Hindi Film " DIL 
SALA SANKI' at Hotel J W 
Marriott recently, where be-
side Dharmendra ji, many 
prominent personality's like 
KC. Bokadiya, Sunil Pal, 
Ehsaan Quereshi, Shameem 
Khan, Kumar Mohan, Ji-
tendra Gulati, Pradip Bhai-
ya, Rajesh Bhatt, Kabra Ji, 
Shabbir Sheikh, Pinki Jain 
of Eros, advocate Nagesh 
Mishra & approximately 
entire media was present. 
Show was well anchored by 
Salman Sheikh.

 Dharmendra Ji gave his 
blessings to the entire unit 
specially newcomer Yogesh 
Kumar who is an aspiring 
actor from Hollywood. Is-
rar Ahmed of Screenshot 
Media welcomed all.

 It is an SK Pictures pre-
sentation, film “DIL SALA 
SANKI” is coming in July 
2016, A film by Sushikailash, 
it is introducing newcomer 
Yogesh Kumar & Madalsa 

Sharma in lead along with 
Jimmy Shergil, Avtar Gill, 
Sheela David, Shakti Ka-
poor in pivotal role, story 
by Rajan Agrawal, dia-
logue by Aadesh K Arjun 
& Rajeev Agrawal, music 
by Pramod Panth, lyrics by 
Ravi Chopra, cinematogra-
phy by Sebstian Anthony & 
Jagan Chawli, fight by Nis-
hant Khan, choreography 
by Ricky Gupta, editing by 
Sandeep Shetty and art by 
Raju Sapote.

 Lead actor Yogesh Ku-
mar is a doctor by pro-
fession, was interested in 
films since he was student, 
this opportunity he didn't 
lose, many stunt he has 
performed himself. This is 
Madalsa's third film where 
she has played role of a 
independent girl. Film is 
a action packed romantic 
drama. Film is being world-
wide release by Screenshot 
Media & Entertainment 
Group in association with 
Green Chilli Media & Films 
Pvt Ltd.

He-man Dharmendra unveils 1st look of film ‘DIL SALA SANKI’

-prembabu sharma
  Q1. You took a short break after marriage. What 

prompted you to take up Baalveer?
 Ans: To be honest it's purely the passion of acting 

and every actress takes a break after marriage because I 
believe your marriage deserves that amount of attention 
and my husband definitely deserves a lot of attention. So 
I'm very glad to have taken that break because also as an 
actor it helps you rest as well as rejuvenate and to come 
back and understand that you really have the passion to-
wards acting. So, Baalveer fortunately came at the right 
time although I've been getting quite a few offers to play 
negative roles in a few daily soaps and as I live in Abu 
Dhabi now and I can't commit to a 26 day contract, SAB 
TV and the production house helped me get a contract 
where they finish shooting my bit in 10 days a month, so 
that gives me the best of both the worlds.

 Q2. Tell us about your character on the show
Ans: The character is called Prachandika and this 

character really works as it looks different from all the 
negative roles that have been portrayed on the show 
before. This character is very cool, calm, she is not that 
typical bad woman who will show anger and fear and 
all, she is very stylish, she is made out of mercury. She 
is very calm but at the same time very vicious and she is 
there to create problems in Baalveers life.

Q3. It is believed that the look of your character is 
quite elaborate. Tell us more about it?

Ans: My look is very elaborate, it took the team al-
most 2 months to decide the look for Prachandika. I will 
be seen wearing a purple lipstick for the first time in my 
life, I wasn’t sure if I would be able to carry it off but then 
I realized I can carry it off pretty well.

Q4. Since you are doing a show on SAB TV. Are you 
open to attempting comedy if something comes your 
way?

Ans: Well I have done a lot of comedy in the past, I've 
in fact even won a comedy reality show a few years back 
too. It gives me a breather, but fiction I don't really know, 
I can't do slapstick comedy, I don't like it. As an actor I 
don't mind doing cameos and take a breather and enjoy 
it so yes if comedy comes my way why not.  I'll be more 
than happy to do it and yes I've done Yes Boss one of 
SAB TV’s most watched and popular shows and it was 
of course my first ever comedy show where I had a run-

ning role.
Q5. Since you are settled in Dubai. How will you be 

managing shoots and juggling between both the cit-
ies?

Ans: I love juggling between things and places it's ex-
citing , I truly miss Mumbai and I'm known to juggle 
around whether it was India and doing 3 shows at one 
time or whether it's my personal life. Given a choice I 
would love to continue juggling between all the tasks in 
my life because I just love it and it keeps me going

Q6. Any plans for the big screen?
Ans: No, not really I've never had plans for the big 

screen it's been almost 15 years in this industry and a 
lot of offers have come my way, but yes if given a choice 
a character comes my way which values me as an actor 
and not just a sexy figure in short clothes as I'm totally 
against that, so yes if anything of that sort comes my way 
nothing like it 

I’ve never had plans for the big screen: Khan
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I have been a teacher at a Delhi University (DU) college 
for the past 15 years. In this period, we have been subject-
ed to an unprecedented number of changes in the course 
structure, curriculum, and grading mechanisms, and each 
time teachers have been forced to accept what was pre-
sented to them as a fait accompli. One may be surprised 
to learn that in the last academic session, DU had three 
different courses during the three-year course for under-
graduate students, with three different marking schemes. 
Such has been the plethora of changes — from semester 
to FYUP (four-year undergraduate programme) and then 
to CBCS (choice-based credit system). Meanwhile, govern-
ment policies over the past few years have meant that ad 
hoc teachers have not become permanent even after sev-
en to eight years of teaching, and permanent teachers are 
awaiting promotion due to them since 2009. In the midst of 
all this, on May 4 the ministry of human resource develop-
ment brought out a gazette notification via the University 
Grants Commission, which is the only grant-giving agency 
in the country which has been vested with two responsi-
bilities: Providing funds and coordination, determination 
and maintenance of standards in institutions of higher edu-
cation, stating that university teachers would now have to 
take 14, 16, 18 lectures a week, depending on their designa-
tion, apart from tutorials and administrative work, which 
would account for another six hours per week. Why is this 
significant? First, the UGC notification talks of 600 annual 
teaching hours, which is impossible even if one teaches all 
seven days of the week and takes no leave in the year. The 
guidelines now expect even more work in less time. Sec-
ond, the notification makes tutorials optional and outside 
direct teaching hours. Tutorials have always been included 
in direct contact hours, and now in one stroke the UGC and 
the ministry have ensured that 5,000 ad hoc teachers would 
be jobless in DU alone, and in many departments, even 
permanent faculty would become surplus. Tutorials en-
able more focused discussion in smaller groups, and are a 
critical part of our social justice mechanism. Many students 
from deprived communities who hesitate to speak up in 
class are much more open in tutorials, which play a major 
role in their overall performance. With so many young col-
leagues already bearing the brunt of contractual ad hoc ap-
pointment, this notification has taken away their jobs and 
left them overqualified for many others — all this despite 
being armed with MA/MSc, MPhil and PhD degrees, with 
quality publications and even authored books to their cred-
it. For another 3,000 teachers, the gazette notification is just 
another step backward in the six-year-old battle for promo-
tion. It is bad enough that university teachers are the only 
government employees denied a time-bound promotion; 
worse, the 2010 notification asked teachers to accumulate 
points retrospectively as part of a newly devised system 
that sought to quantify teaching, research and administra-
tive activities. The initial notification has been amended 
twice, and each time things have become worse. The third 
amendment in the form of the May 4 notification now even 
seeks to dictate the journals and magazines in which one 
can get research papers and articles published. In a system 
where a majority of college teachers are deprived of the 
chance of supervising PhD students, where access to jour-
nals and other research material is limited due to high costs, 
proper research often remains a pipedream, and quantify-
ing teaching and research is next to impossible. There is, of 
course, a larger picture behind all this. There has been a 55% 
cut in the budgetary allocation for the education sector. The 
‘Occupy UGC’ movement over the last one year has been 
protesting against the reduction in fellowships and student 
scholarships. Governments are clearly focusing on higher 
education in the private sector, while reducing the outlay 
for the public sector. There have been recent reports that 
foreign universities will now design the syllabi for Indian 
universities in the attempt to move up the global education 
ranking. However, the reality is starkly different. Institu-
tions are overcrowded with a 1:20 student-teacher ratio 
(the gazette notification would bring that to 1:40), while 
globally the top 100 educational institutions have 
a maximum teacher-student ratio of 1:9. No 
educational dream can be realised when 
teachers take 24 classes a week (includ-
ing tutorials) against the global norm of 
8-10, and crucially it cannot be fulfilled 
without an infrastructural backup.

Here’s why DU teachers 
are not evaluating answer 
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Eighty-four years after JRD 
Tata heralded the birth of civil 
aviation in India by operating the 
maiden flight to Mumbai from 
Karachi via Ahmedabad; 63 years 
after government assumed own-
ership of Air India and Indian 
Airlines; and 25 years after pri-
vate airlines were allowed to op-
erate in Indian skies, the country 
finally has a national civil avia-
tion policy (NCAP) — approved 
by the Narendra Modi govern-
ment on June 15.

Intriguingly, in a country that 
operated its first international 
flight on June 8, 1948, when most 
airlines now dominating the In-
dian skies did not even exist, the 
delay is inexplicable. It is difficult 
to surmise as to why the country 
functioned all these years with-
out a defined national aviation 
policy. Was it lack of vision? Or, 
was it driven by the socialist phi-
losophy that aviation, deemed 
as an elitist industry till not long 
ago, deserved no attention?

The political masters over-
looked the fact that by not cre-
ating an environment condu-
cive for the aviation industry’s 
growth through clear-cut policies 
they had put India to a great dis-
advantage even though global 
experiences had shown that the 
aviation industry acted as a cata-
lyst for economic development. 
The early-starter advantage that 
JRD Tata had provided India had 
been frittered away by our politi-
cal masters.

Whatever be the cause, in ret-
rospect, one can only assess and 
rue the humongous harm the pro-
crastination has caused because 
even after the need for a national 
policy was realised in the early 
1990s, the policy had remained in 
the works for 25 long years. The 
biggest setback has been in the 
global standing of India in the 
industry because the only reason 
why India receives attention from 
foreign carriers is for exploitation 
of its burgeoning market and not 
for any significant contribution. It 
wouldn’t also be incorrect to say 
that our market has to a large ex-
tent been responsible for fuelling 
the growth of several carriers in 

the Gulf and South East Asia.
In a marked reversal of mind-

set, the NCAP now seeks to make 
air travel affordable by aiming to 
have 300 million domestic pas-
sengers by 2022 from the present 
80 million to become the third-
largest civil aviation market in 
the world.

The NCAP, as an indirect bo-
nanza, will also achieve a larger 
objective of ending the ad hocism 
that has existed in the sector. 
The contentious 5/20 rule (five 
years of domestic operations and 
a fleet of 20 aircraft to become 
eligible for international opera-
tions) which delayed the NCAP 
announcement has been one ex-
ample of ad hoc policy-making 
to benefit a particular airline. As 
a compromise, the NCAP has re-
placed it with 0/20, doing away 
with the need for the five-year 
stipulation to be eligible because 
all older private airlines were ag-
gressively campaigning against 
its total abolition.

Even if some aviation analysts 
may fault the NCAP by identify-
ing areas left unaddressed, it is a 
praiseworthy effort because it en-
compasses all major operational 
facets, particularly the concept of 
regional connectivity and devel-
opment of Maintenance Repair 
& Overhaul (MRO). Both these 
areas have enormous potential 
waiting to be exploited.

Considering India’s geograph-
ical spread and fast-growing 
economy the huge potential for 
business and leisure travel in tier 
two and three cities has remained 
unharnessed because most air-

lines have largely concentrated 
on main cities because of high 
traffic density and higher fares. 
With concessions like no airport 
charges, reduced excise duty on 
aviation turbine fuel and state 
governments desirous of flights in 
tier two and three cities required 
to bear the cost of security, fire 
services and other amenities, the 
operational cost for airlines will 
reduce. This innovative thinking 
has enabled the government to 
cap the fare on a one-hour region-
al connectivity flight to ₹2,500. 
The concept of Viability Gap 
Funding for airlines, if operation-
al costs exceed the capped fare, 
should ignite interest in airlines 
to lease smaller aircraft and en-
hance air connectivity. Achhe din 
are thus in the offing for people 
of small cities. Likewise, for the 
policy on MRO. Hitherto, Indian 
carriers with the exception of Air 
India were sending aircraft to Sin-
gapore, Sri Lanka, Dubai, etc, for 
major maintenance. With incen-
tives granted under the NCAP, 
MROs established in India will not 
only enable execution of mainte-
nance work at relatively low costs 
but also generate employment. It 
will only be a question of time be-
fore Indian MROs establish them-
selves and are able to undertake 
maintenance of aircraft of foreign 
airlines too — effectively revers-
ing the current trend.

Absence of policy had also 
enabled the political leadership 
to recklessly dole out seats to 
foreign airlines under bilateral 
agreements, far in excess of re-
quirement, thus not only giving 
them a head start but also facili-
tating a stranglehold of foreign 
carriers on the Indian market — 
hindering the growth of Indian 
carriers on several routes as they 
get ready to mount services.

One only hopes that with the 
NCAP in place, the Indian avia-
tion industry will gain strength, 
the government’s desire of mak-
ing air travel affordable will be 
achieved in quick time, and the 
nation will soon realise what the 
delay of almost three decades in 
evolving the NCAP has cost the 
country.

The Supreme Court has reminded 
the Centre thrice of its obligation to 
enact a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) as 
enshrined in Article 44 of the Consti-
tution. Similar sharp reminders from 
the court also came in the past, but the 
ruling orthodoxy in all religions resist-
ed the idea. The Muslim community, 
by and large, seems to be hostile to 
the idea of the civil code and wishes to 
preserve its own personal law. In this 
atmosphere, it would not be advisable 
to enact a UCC, optional or otherwise, 
though such a code is desirable. How-
ever, not all opponents of the UCC are 
opposed to reform of their personal 
law. Many progressive-minded and 
forward-looking Muslims say that 
not only is their law as practised in 

India unfair to women, it is contrary 
to the tenets of Islam. Not only Mus-
lim Personal Law (MPL) but also per-
sonal laws of other communities are 
pro-male. For instance, under Hindu 
law a woman cannot inherit ancestral 
property. If she is abandoned by her 
husband, she cannot claim mainte-
nance from her natal family either. A 
Hindu woman cannot adopt a child in 
her own name. The wife of a Hindu 
cannot be her husband’s coparcener. 
The Hindu Succession Act debars the 
female heirs of a Hindu dying intes-
tate from laying any claim to a portion 
of residence left by the deceased un-
less the male heirs choose to partition 
it for determining their share in the 
property.

Aviation policy will help  
industry regain lost altitude 

Uniform Civil Code is 
good but it can wait
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Max Financial Services 
and Max Life will merge 
with HDFC Life insur-
ance, the companies said 
in statements to exchang-
es. Max Financial Services 
and HDFC said that their 
respective boards have 
approved entering into a 
confidentiality, exclusivity 
and standstill agreement 
to evaluate a potential 
combination through a 
merger.

 However, neither side 
disclosed how much stake 
the foreign partner of Max 
Life would hold after the 
merger. No timeline has 
been given for the merger, 
either.

The agreement provides 

for a mutually agreed ex-
clusivity period for due 
diligence and discussions 
between the parties in re-
lation to a proposed trans-
action.

Ashvin Parekh, man-
aging partner of Ashvin 
Parekh Advisory Services 
said that the time is ripe 
in theinsurance sector and 
that those companies with 
heavy cash would be ac-
tive in these deals in the 
future.

Insurance sector ex-
perts said that consolida-
tion in the insurance sector 
in India which currently 
has 24 life insurers and 
29 general insurers would 
eventually see large play-

ers merging with one an-
other to balance out each 
other strengths, as well 
some smaller players get-
ting merged with larger 
entities. With Max and 
HDFC Life boards agree-
ing to evaluate the merger, 
many more such deals are 
expected, experts said.

A senior insurance 
consultant pointed out 
that there could be more 
such entities in the in-
surance sector which 
could be heading for a 
merger. "Smaller insurers 
where promoters are cash 
strapped or thsoe who do 
not have any bank partner 
will be likely candidates," 
he said. 

Seeking to enhance 
cooperation to fight the 
black money menace, In-
dia and Switzerland said 
a team would soon visit 
the Alpine nation to expe-
dite pending information 
requests on Indians with 
Swiss bank accounts, while 
an automatic exchange 
of financial information 
would begin in 2018.

Following up on the 
meeting between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Swiss President Jo-
hann Schneider-Ammann 
in Geneva on June 6, a 
high-level delegation from 
Switzerland today met 
top Finance Ministry offi-
cials here to discuss wide 

ranging bilateral and mul-
tilateral tax and financial 
issues.

In his meetings with 
Revenue Secretary Has-
mukh Adhia and Econom-
ic Affairs Secretary Shak-
tikanta Das, Swiss State 
Secretary for International 
Financial Matters, Jacques 
de Watteville also said 
that “Switzerland now has 
the necessary legal bases 
to begin with the imple-
mentation of automatic 
exchange of information 
(AEOI)” and a bilateral 
agreement can be reached 
by the end of this year.

“Once this agreement is 
signed, it will be possible 
for India to receive from 

2018 financial information 
of accounts held by Indian 
residents in Switzerland 
on automatic basis,” a Fi-
nance Ministry statement 
said, while adding “fight-
ing the menace of black 
money stashed in offshore 
accounts has been a key 
priority for the govern-
ment”.

Experts of both the 
countries will meet by 
mid-September 2016 to 
further discuss the modal-
ities for the reciprocal bi-
lateral implementation of 
AEOI between India and 
Switzerland with a view 
to reaching an agreement 
at the earliest, possibly by 
the end of the year.

Retirement fund body EPFO may soon 
allow its subscribers to contribute vol-
untarily towards its pension scheme in 
addition to their employers’ mandatory 
contributions.

“We are considering a proposal to al-
low employees to contribute towards 
‘EPS 95’ for getting enhanced benefits af-
ter retirement.

But that contribution would be paid 
by the employees,” EPFO’s Central Provi-
dent Fund commissioner VP Joy said.

At present, an employer contributes 
8.33 per cent of basic wages of Rs 15,000 
per month towards to the Employees’ 
Pension Scheme 1995 (EPS-95).

The threshold for monthly basic wages 
for deduction of EPS contribution is Rs 
15,000. Therefore, the maximum contri-
bution in a pension account can be Rs 
1,424 every month which includes gov-
ernment subsidy of 1.16 per cent of basic 
wages even if an employee is drawing 
more than the threshold.

Once the proposal is approved by the 
EPFO’s Central Board of Trustees, the em-

ployees would have an option to contrib-
ute towards EPS 95 in addition to contri-
butions made by employers.

As per the back of envelop calcula-
tions, over three decades of service with 
average basic wages of Rs 15,000 would 
result in a pension of not more than Rs 
7,500 per month.

Considering the enhanced paying ca-
pacity of a large number of subscribers, 
the EPFO is working on the proposal to 
allow them to contribute more in addi-
tion to employers’ contribution for ensur-
ing higher pension after retirement, an 
official said.

The official also said, “Since the pen-
sion under the EPS 95 scheme is not in-
flation linked, it remains stagnant after 
retirement. Thus the employees should 
have an option to contribute more to-
wards the pension scheme.” The unions 
have been demanding indexing of pen-
sion and a minimum monthly benefit 
of Rs 3,000 under the scheme. However, 
government has fixed minimum monthly 
pension of Rs 1,000 under the scheme.

New Delhi: Free samples and 
gifts offered with purchases as 
well as popular 'buy-one-get-
one-free' deals may attract the 
proposed Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) levy which Government 
plans to roll out from April next 
year.

The model GST law, unveiled 
by the Government last week for 
stakeholder comments, says that 
any supply sans any consideration 
will attract tax. This would cover 
free gifts and samples as well as 
buy-one-get-one-free deals, tax 
experts said.

Section 3 of the model GST law 
defines a supply of goods and 
services to include ones “made or 
agreed to be made without a con-
sideration.”

Under the Schedule-1 for 'Mat-
ters to be Treated as Supply With-
out Consideration', the law further 
goes on to define them as “Supply 
of goods and / or services by a tax-
able person to another taxable or 
non-taxable person in the course 
or furtherance of business.”

Simply put, buyers will have to 

pay GST on articles they receive 
free.

“GST will be entirely based on 
the concept of a 'supply', which 
now includes even goods and/ or 
services supplied without consid-
eration by a taxable person in the 
course of or furtherance of busi-
ness,” said Rohit Jain, Partner, 
Economic Laws Practice.

KPMG India National Head 
(Indirect Tax) Sachin Menon 
said, “This will impact the sales 
and marketing cost of companies 
which follow the system of free 
samples or free supply strategy 
such as “buy one get one free.”

Presently, for a free sample of 
goods, excise duty is payable but 
VAT/ CST is not payable. Howev-
er, proportionate input tax credit 
under VAT is reversible in some 
states.

“The net impact for businesses 
will, therefore, be the difference 
between the existing Excise and 
VAT cost, and the GST which will 
become payable,” Jain said. “Simi-
larly, complimentary services (for 
which no charges/ fees are pay-

able) which do not currently at-
tract Service tax, will suffer GST.”

GST, which the government 
plans to roll out from April 1 next 
year, is to subsume central levies 
like excise duty and service tax as 
well as state levies of VAT/sales 
tax, entertainment tax, luxury 
tax, octroi, entry tax, purchase tax 
and state cess and surcharges.

Linked to the provision of tax-

ing free supplies is the value to 
be attributed to such free goods/ 
service. Tax experts said this will 
ordinarily be based on the value 
of identical or similar goods/ ser-
vices, or on the cost plus mark-
up for such goods/ services.

According to Nangia &Co 
Partner Nitish Sharma, the trans-
action value shall include the val-
ue of such goods and/or services 

as are supplied directly or indi-
rectly by the recipient of the sup-
ply free of charge or at reduced 
cost for use in connection with 
the supply of goods and/or ser-
vices being valued, to the extent 
that such value has not been in-
cluded in the price actually paid 
or payable.

Menon said the section 3 of 
the model law make the free sup-
plies in the course of business 
either to another registered or 
unregistered dealer or to an indi-
vidual, taxable.

Sharma said, “post supply 
discounts or incentives known at 
or before the time of supply, shall 
not form part of the transaction 
value. Also the discount allowed 
in the course of normal trade 
practice may not form part of the 
transaction value”.

Apart from this, certain other 
goods/ service transactions with-
out consideration are also treated 
as supplies under GST, including 
permanent disposal of business 
assets as well as assets retained by 
a business after deregistration.

‘BUY 1 GET 1 FREE’ DEALS TO COME UNDER GST

EPFO may soon allow subscribers 
to contribute for pension scheme

To fight black money Indo-
Swiss agreement on financial 

info exchange by 2018 

Max Life, Max Financial Services agree to 
merger with HDFC Life, boards approve
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Gulshan’s Rich Looks Makeup Studio 
in association with GT production House, 
organised the biggest talent show on In-
dian TV screen which is “India's Talent 
Dhamaal”, audition which started in Meerut 
and Rohini (Delhi),  is looking  for singer, 
dancer, actor makeup artist. Shows main 
judges will be dance master Saroj Khan, 
Former Mrs. World Aditi Gowitrikar, Bol-
lywood Singer Shankar Sahney.  India’s Tal-
ent Dhamaal provides a perfect platform to 
promote talented people to showcase their 
unique talent. Peoples will be invited from 
different places in India. As it has been 
mentioned they will be screened by the 
Panel of judges. Aspirant actors can par-
ticipate in the talent hunt through a ground 
event that has already kicked off in a two 
day event in Meerut. The second audition 
was conducted in Rohini (Delhi) at D-Plan-
et, C-5/77, Sector-11, Rohini. The judges in 
the Rohini audtion were Sunny Chauhan, 
VK Sharma, Suresh Yadav, Shakeel Khan, 
Gulshan Idrsh, Seetu and Singer selector 
Gabru Irani, and the third audition was 
conducted in Gwalior, organized by Vashu 
Sharma event management company. Suc-
cess audition in Morena by Stree Rockers 
event company, it was an awesome talent 
hunt show.

There will be back to back auditions in 
Gaziabad and Shimla, the venue of both the 

audition to be conducted is as follows:-
On June 21-22, for Gaziabad Audition, 

Venue- B-block, H.no. 432 Gagan Vihar-25, 
Futa road, Street no. 10, Bhojpura, Gazia-
bad.

On June  25-26, for Shimla Audition, 
Venue- A-La-Carte- Scandel Point, The 
Mall, Shimla. The anchor of the Shimla 
event will be Alisha Khan, Cordinators- Ra-
man Nagpal and Ridhi Chauhan.

India’s Talent Dhamaal 2016


